CREVALLE BOATS
26 HBW

Crevalle’s 26 HBW rep-
resents one in a growing
legion of craft that have
evolved from strictly bay
boats to hybrids suited for
fishing offshore waters as
well as shallows. The 26
HBW’s deep cockpit affords
greater offshore security.
A SeaStar jack plate on our

To see a photo gallery of the Crevalle 26

HBW, visit boatingmag.com/3273.

($2,923), as well as a 10-foot
Power-Pole shallow-water
anchor on the transom
($3,961).

With trim tabs deployed,
the Suzuki DF300B out-
board with a contra-rotating
propset shot the 26 HBW
to 30 mph in 9 seconds
en route to a top speed of
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tester elevated the outboard
to traverse shallows. At rest,
the boat drafts 12 to 14 inch-
es. We discovered built-in
covered tackle and rod stor-
age within both gunwales.
An abbreviated stern
casting deck conceals a pair
of 28-gallon livewells and a
foldout 40-inch-wide bench
seat with a cooler under-
neath. A step up to the wide
forward gunwales lets you
stand tall to fish in calm con-
ditions. Our test boat had
an optional bow-mounted
Minn Kota Terrova Riptide
36-volt iPilot trolling motor
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51 mph at 6,000 rpm. The
26 HBW is adept at smooth-
ing out rough water, with
16 degrees of deadrise at the
transom sharpening to a
deep-V-like cutwater.

Our 26 HBW boasted
a pair of optional, super-
comfy helm seats with
flip-up bolsters and fold-
down armrests. The
optional powder-coated
hardtop ($12,883) featured
three-sided embedded
glass for protection, over-
head LEDs for night boat-
ing, and a misting system
for cool comfort, as well as

stereo speakers and four rod
holders. An optional 74-quart
coffin box ($6,384) on the
foredeck served as insulated
cold storage, but also had a
backrest and inviting lounge.

A single Simrad NSS
evo3S 12-inch multifunction
display comes standard, but
our tester had a second MFD
($5,769 upgrade), and these
controlled onboard systems
thanks to a Dometic DCM
digital-switching ~ module.
The 26 HBW also showcased
Dometic’s Optimus all-electric
steering system for super-easy
handling while running
at speed or maneuvering
around a crowded marina.
—Jim Hendricks

High Points

P This boat excels at angling versatility,
serving equally well as an inshore or
offshore fishing machine.

» Composition materials (no wood) and
resin-infused construction help ensure
years of durability.

> Deep, self-bailing cockpit provides
safety and security on all waters.

Low Points

» The 26 HBW eschews the wraparound
bow seating that's popular on many of
today's center-consoles.

P Console's side door and interior are a
tad tight if you intend to use this for
a portable marine head.

» No conventional forward casting
platform, just wide bow gunwales.

Toughest Competitor

» Regulator's 26X0 ($184,665 base simi-
larly equipped with a white Yamaha
F300) is another hybrid that offers
wraparound bow seats, three fold-down
seats in the stern platform, and a
32-gallon livewell abaft the helm seats.
In testing, it was about 6 mph slower at
top-end than the Crevalle 26 HBW.

- LOA: 25'6" - BEAM: 8'6" - DRAFT:1'0"to 12"

+ DISPLACEMENT: 4,000 lb. (without power) - TRANSOM
DEADRISE: 16 degrees - BRIDGE CLEARANCE: 710"

« FUEL CAPACITY: 90 gal. - MAX HORSEPOWER: 400

- AVAILABLE POWER: Mercury, Suzuki or Yamaha
outboards up to 400 hp

Price: $182,000
(as tested with Suzuki
DF300B outboard)

AVAILABLE POWER:

OUTBOARD

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: Suzuki DF300B DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/
Suzuki 15" x 21" 3-blade stainless-steel propset GEAR
RATIO: 2.29:1 FUEL LOAD: 20 gal. CREW WEIGHT:
400 lb.

CREVALLE BOATS
Wildwood, Florida; 352-400-4222; crevalleboats.com

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n.mi. s.mi. sound
rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level
1000 452 5.20 122 370 426 300 345 0 66
1500 6.60 7.60 203 325 374 264 303 3 72
2000 7.56 8.70 304 249 28 201 232 4 75
2500 886  10.20 507 175 201 142 163 3 78
3000 1555 17.90 631 247 284 200 230 2 81
3500 2277 26.20 763 298 343 242 2718 2 82
BOATING 4000 2789 3210 1088 256 295 208 239 2 85
4500 3250 3740 1421 229 263 185 213 2 86
CERTIFIED 5000 3606 4150 1802 200 230 162 187 2 89
5500 39.28 4520 2465 159 183 129 149 2 90
TEST 6000 4432 5100 2879 154 177 125 143 2 95
RESULTS MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

PHOTO: COURTESY SUZUKI MARINE





